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Give Thanks ~ 


Thanks from the head or lips may be polite, but it is thanks from 
the heart that rings true. 


The poor are often more thankful than the rich. They count their 
blessings—God’s sun and air, health and life, loved ones; the things 
that make life rich indeed. Thanks is not measured by the amount of 
our possessions. It’s the man with a thankless heart who is poor; the 
one with a thankful heart who is rich. 


Once again our nation is summoned to observe its national day 
of Thanksgiving. We do not thank a thing, nor a law of nature, nor 
luck; we thank a Person. We do not thank America; we thank God for 
America. How much there is to be thankful for to Him! 


Above all else we hear the clear call, “Thanks be unto God for His 
unspeakable Gift” (II Cor. 9:15), the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ has 
come, the Gift of God’s love, freely offered to all, and, if our hearts 
are not warmed with gratitude, it is because we have not received Him. 


Accept Christ as your Saviour from sin, and as the Lord of your 
life. Move from Grumble Street to Thanksgiving Street. 


—George Wells Arms 
THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
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Thanksgiving: turkeys and pump- 
kins and autumn leaves — and needy 
children. I hope you will make your 
offering a generous one. In this is- 
sue we not only carry remarks about 
the traditional Child Care program, 
but also about an aspect of Child Care 
too often overlooked, yet desperately 
needed: for the mentally retarded, of 
whom there are multiplied tens of 
thousands in America. 





It has been interesting to follow the 
experiment of the Roman Catholic 
Church with the worker-priests in 
France. The Church decided that one 
way to combat communism would be 
to put priests into laboring positions 
— in short, to “infiltrate” the labor 
unions. The result? The priests came 
to show strong Communistic sympa- 
thies. With great embarrassment the 
Church modified the program, then, 
beating a strategic retreat, abandoned 
it altogether, announcing that “the 
priests will be replaced with laymen.” 
Moral? Romanism is no real defense 
against Communism. 





Speaking of Romanism, a member 
of the hierarchy a Jesuit at that— 
has just publicly suggested that 
Protestants and R. Catholics should 
get together to produce a joint trans- 
lation of the Bible. The potential ben- 
efits derivable from such a venture 
are almost unlimited. Some Evan- 
gelical group should take up the padre 
on his suggestion. 





We have just seen a copy of a 
“newsletter” sent out to the members 
of a congregation of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. In this official com- 
munication of this particular church, 
the various Church Papers are listed 
and the JOURNAL is distinguished 
from the others by the notation, “Not 
Recommended”. We are not proud of 
being so recognized. We are hurt. 
We don’t know whether the author 
of that notation considers himself 
broadminded, but we humbly crave to 
know what the JOURNAL must do 
to remove the stigma it bears in the 
eyes of that congregation. It would 
help to be told specifically, in terms of 
volume number and page number. 
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TAIWAN — Radio plays a big part 
in the modern missionary enterprise. 
Team Radio Formosa has a staff of 
27, including nine nationals and four 
missionaries, with three departments, 
programming, correspondence and out- 
reach. Its programs are used by 12 
stations in seven different cities in 
Taiwan in addition to HIKX in In- 
chon, Korea, and FEBC in Manila. 
There is a total of 120 outlets per 
week requiring the weekly produc- 
tion of at least 20 programs. The 
correspondence course department, 
using “The Light of Life” translated 
into Chinese, has an enrollment of one 
thousand. More than 100 letters a 
day are received from listeners. 

-Hollington K. Tong, 
former Ambassador to 
Japan and to the U. S. 

JAPAN — Dr. Tsuraki Yano, for- 
mer President of Meiji Gakuin in 
Tokyo and advisor to the Central Ed- 
ucation Committee under General Mac- 
Arthur, was inaugurated President of 
Shikoku Christian College in Zent- 
suji on Oct. 9. 





Having traveled and studied in both 
Europe and North America, Dr. Yano 
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Leaders Tally Impact of Indianapolis Crusade 





“Juvenile Criminality”? 


NEW YORK (EP) — Juvenile de- 
linquency? No, “juvenile criminality.” 


So says a Roman Catholic pastor 
here. “Anyone who arms himself with 
a gun, a knife, a gasoline bomb, a 
garrison belt or any such implement 
with the intentions of attacking, 
murdering or maiming another, is a 
criminal,” said Msgr. Joseph A. Me- 
Caffery. 


Writing in his parish bulletin, he 
warned that New York City cannot 
free itself of the “gang menace” by 


“temporizing, truce-making or cod- 
dling.” 
Msgr. McCaffrey, 69, served as a 


police chaplain for 30 years. 





brings to the newly accredited college 
in Shikoku a unique background of 
experience in Christian education. 
The Board of Trustees, the faculty, 
and the Presbyterian Mission, U. S., 
supporting Shikoku Christian College, 
are delighted by his appointment. 


Below are pictured, left to right, Dr. 
Yano, President Oizumi of Kagawa 
University, Prof. Kosaka of the Eng- 
lish Dept., and Missionary James Cogs- 
well, Chairman of the Board of Trus- 
tees. 

—Mrs. Arch B. Taylor, Jr. 
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INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (RNS) — 
Church and government leaders took 
stock of the impact on religious and 
community life by the Billy Graham 
Indianapolis Crusade following the 27- 
day campaign at the State Fairgrounds 
here, hailing it as “history-making” and 
“a great success.” 


Total crusade attendance reached 
350,000, with more than 9,300 persons 
making decisions for Christ, according 
to campaign officials. Of the total 
who made decisions, half were report- 
ed between the ages of 12 and 18. 


Gov. Harold W. Handley declared 
that the impact of the crusade “has 
been tremendous in our state.” He 
observed, “The spiritual, positive in- 
fluence of this campaign, in contrast 
to so many negative influences 
throughout the world and in our sec- 
tion, has been most wholesome and 
constructive.” 


“Indiana is a better state, morally 
and spiritually, because of the cru- 
sade,” he added. 


Methodist Bishop Richard C. Raines 
of Indianapolis asserted that “this 
whole section of Indiana has been 
awakened to the fact that the Gospel 
is still ‘Good News.’ ” 


Dr. Ozie D. Pruett, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, who served as chair- 
man.of the ministers advisory com- 
mittee, reported, that “the. Christian 
leadership of Indianapolis has been 
stirred to action.” 


Among the converts was an Indiana 
syndicated columnist who said he 
“came to the meetings for news 
stories, but remained to pray.” 


“T laid down my pen and went for- 
ward,” he said. “What happened to 
me is against a backdrop of seeing life 
in the-raw. I have worked on weekly 
papers, metropolitan papers, with 
press associations, and have been a 
war correspondent. I had seen enough 
of- life and death as a reporter not 
to doubt that God can change a life. 
He changed my life.” 
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Sermon Has Effect 


MIAMI, FLA. —(PN)— A sermon 
on repentance preached by Pastor E. 
W. Albrecht of South Miami Lutheran 
Church, brought unexpected results. 

About 1 a. m. one night recently 
the pastor’s telephone rang. A man’s 
troubled voice said, “I’ve done some- 
thing terribly wrong. I’m sorry and I 
want to make amends.” 


The caller confessed he had broken 
into the pastor’s office and stolen a 
tape recorder. 


At home later he turned the re- 
corder on and heard a sermon, “Re- 
member Who You Are”, which the 
pastor had delivered to his congrega- 
tion several weeks back. It was a 
strong appeal to the sinner to mend 
his ways. 

As he listened, the thief said, he 
desperately wanted to give the re- 
corder back. When the pastor prom- 
ised not to prosecute the thief agreed 
to leave the recorder where the pas- 
tor could pick it up. 


“I often wonder if my message gets 
across,” the pastor said when he dis- 
closed the incident. 


This time he was certain it did. 





Christianity, Democracy 
Complementary 


SEATTLE, Wash. (RNS) — Chris- 
tianity and democracy are complemen- 
tary, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, presi- 
dent of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, said here. 


He told 6,000 persons at Seattle’s 
annual Reformation Festival in the 
Civic Auditorium that “these two be- 
long together — they are two faces 
of the same coin.” 


Speaking before a 10-foot gold cross 
against a red backdrop, Dr. Fry said 
that “democracy comes organically 
out of the life in Christ. It is born 
out of the body of the Christian 
Church.” 


He said that “the idea of equality 
is almost a foolish thought in relation 
to anything except religion. You 
must look through the eyes of Chris- 
tian faith to discover equality among 
men.” 


Evangelical Christianity is also im- 
portant for democracy because it pro- 
duces a “trained and trusted intelli- 
gence,” Dr. Fry said. 


Dr. Sockman Says Revival 
Must Come From Pew 


CONWAY, Ark. (RNS) — Dr. 
Ralph W. Sockman, pastor of Christ 
Church Methodist in New York, told 
Hendrix College students here that if 
America ever has a revival it will 
come from the pew, not the pulpit. 


Christians must first recover the 
“contagious zeal’ of the early church, 
he declared. “The early church had 
no preachers, just a company of peo- 
ple telling others about Jesus,” he 
said. “Get people to talking about 
Christ as they talk about other things, 
and something will happen.” 


Dr. Sockman said Evangelist Billy 
Graham was “worthy of credit” for 
his emphasis on the need for “de- 
cision,” but added that decision was 
only the beginning. 


“After decision must come a de- 
veloping taste in the matters of the 
spirit, a growing appetite for things 
as Christ revealed them,” he observed. 
He described Christ as “a quickening 
Spirit that can keep an_ individual 
growing morally and spiritually even 
into old age.” 


Dr. Sockman delivered the annual 
Wilson Foundation lectures, marking 
the school’s 75th anniversary. 





Presbyterian Women 
Hit Efforts To End 
School Bible Reading 


MIAMI, Fla. (RNS)—Efforts to end 
religious observances in the public 
schools here were labeled as “un- 
American, un-Biblical, and undesir- 
able’ by Women of the Church, Ever- 
glades Presbytery of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. 


A Miami circuit judge recently re- 
jected a suit seeking to halt Bible 
reading, recitation of the Lord’s 
Prayer and other religious practices 
in Dade County public schools, but two 
other similar suits are awaiting judg- 
ment. 


“Of course we realize,” the women 
said, “some of the technical diffi- 
culties in dealing with minority groups, 
and that the United States govern- 
ment technically and officially is not 
committed to the Bible and Christi- 
anity as a religion. However, the 
whole history of the American Re- 
public and the very fabric of Amer- 
ican life is founded upon Christianity 


and spiritual principles. This includes 
the Constitution of the U.S.” 


Those protesting religious observ- 
ances in the schools claim such prac- 
tices are unconstitutional. 








WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 





Bible Readings 
Thanksgiving to Christmas, 1959 
NOVEMBER 


26 Thanks- 
giving........ Psalms 103:1-22 
Ms ii scehtinetiia Psalms eT 
Rae ...Psalms ...46:1-11 
29 Advent 
Sunday...... pee ereee woceee D8 LD 
eee ee eae Romans ...............-531-21 
DECEMBER 
tice ela cael ReGRAMs .........<0c.200 8:1-17 
RR Ae - DROID ccicdcccnncal 8:18-39 
Is eee 12:1-21 
_ SPST eae ae 13:1-13 
hacia iets ne nee 9:10-31 
6 Sunday...... Matthew .............. 5:1-16 
Aer RMON Matthew ............5:17-32 
ickicdsnchceccadends Matthew ............ 5:33-48 
_ ae ae 6:1-15 
idl idscnasnnadesasie Matthew ............ 6:16-34 
| re. Matthew .............. 7:1-12 
| Sere ...Matthew ............ 7:13-28 
13 Universal Bible 
| ee ee 10:30-48 
14 PRES 9:2-7 
eee ae ee 11:1-9 
ee: ae 35:1-10 
«eae: ere 40:1-11 
ee: ae 42:1-3 
arr er 11:19-30 
20 Sunday......- aaa 2:1-20 
. Ses a 53:1-12 
EP ae 55:1-13 
Ses aaa 61:1-11 
ere ...Jeremiah .......... 31:31-37 
25 Christmas..Matthew .............. 2:1-12 


For the last six days of the year, 
these passages are recommended: 


De 2. earns 15:15-38 
27 Sunday....... eae 12:1-17 
oe Galatians ............ 6:1-10 
7 Se Ephesians ............ 4:1-16 
_ Se Philippians .......... 2:1-18 
a Hebrews ............ 11:1-16 


Will you make Bible reading a daily 
practice? 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
(Dept. U) 
450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
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A growing public interest in the 
mentally retarded is being evidenced 
in the Church and in many areas of 
our society. Since 1946, special edu- 
cation has expanded and improved its 
program; parents of the retarded have 
organized; research in this area, in the 
fields of medicine and psychology, has 
been expanded; and well staffed in- 
stitutional facilities have developed, 
the better to meet the need than as 
ever before. 


Probably the most significant of 
these changes has been the growth 
of parent interest in research; and in 
the care and training of the mentally 
retarded. In October of 1950, a few 
parents in Columbus, Ohio, organized 
the first chapter of what is now the 
NARC (National Association for Re- 
tarded Children). In a little over 
eight years, this small group has ex- 
panded, with active chapters in every 
state, to include over 40,000 active 
parents. Through this medium, with 
its opportunities for service and edu- 
cation, thousands of parents have 
gained new hope for their children 
and new courage for themselves. 


Another area of growing concern 
is in the field of special education. 
The first classes in the public schools, 
for the mentally and physically handi- 
capped, were started in New York City 
in 1874 and in Cleveland in 1875. For 
seventy-five years, interest and de- 
velopment was slow and unsteady; 
however, following World War II, spe- 
cial education entered a new phase. By 
the 1952-53 school year, special classes 
in the United States reached an enrol- 
ment of 112,000 (elementary schools 
84,000; secondary schools 28,000). 
This figure represents 1% per cent 
of the total public school enrolment. 


As impressive as this figure is, it 
is dwarfed when one realizes an esti- 
mated 2 per cent of our total popula- 
tion may be classified as mentally re- 
tarded. Based on 1955 estimates, this 
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THE MENTALLY RETARDED 


A Growing Concern 


REV. HOWARD 


would mean as many as 3,400,000 
mentally retarded in the United States. 


To enlarge upon the problem still 
further, the above figure indicates 
there are 57,000 persons in Louisiana 
alone, who are handicapped by vary- 
ing degrees of mental retardation. 
The State Colony and Training School 
at Pineville, with a patient popula- 
tion of 1,600, is the only state in- 
stitution designed to care for these 
persons. The combined populations 
of both public and private institu- 
tions within the state care for less 
than 3,000 patients. This picture is 
typical of most states. 


In this article, we will be concerned 
with the mildly retarded who live in 
the community and who may never 
require institutional care. What are 
they like; and what can our churches 
offer them? 


A mentally retarded person is one 
who has a physical, mental and emo- 
tional defect which leaves him with a 
limited ability to profit from exper- 
ience, or to function independently 
as a member of society. This condi- 
tion is present from birth or early age. 
Broadly speaking, there are three de- 
grees of mental retardation: 


1. Mild: These are known as ed- 
ucable and are usually enrolled in spe- 
cial classes in the public school. It is 
often difficult to distinguish these 
from their more normal friends. 


2. Moderate: These are frequent- 
ly called trainable. They are unable 
to profit from regular school work, 
but can usually be depended upon to 
perform simple routine tasks. 


3. Severe: These are totally de- 
pendent and must be cared for all of 
their lives. They are rarely seen, ex- 
cept in institutions. 


In thinking about the characteris- 
tics of these, it is important to remem- 
ber that differences are mostly a mat- 
ter of degree, not of kind. Their 
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physical, emotional and spiritual needs 
are usually quite normal. It is dif- 
ficult for them to grasp the meaning 
of symbols and to use their imagina- 
tion extensively, but their thoughts 
are no more weird or strange than 
those of anyone else. 


With these things in mind, let us 
consider some educational, social and 
religious objectives in ministering to 
mentally retarded children and adults. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


The attention span of the mentally 
retarded is relatively short and they 
are easily distracted. Pictures and 
simple objects are valuable teaching 
aids, even with the older retarded. 
The old adage: “we learn by doing”, 
holds true here, especially if the ac- 
tivity is simple and ample recognition 
is given even for small accomplish- 
ments. 


Everyone learns more rapidly when 
praised for performing some reason- 
able task. Caution must be maintained 
however, in not expecting more of the 
retarded than they are capable of do- 
ing, for this will result in frustrations 
and withdrawal. Only experience 
with each person will reveal his 
achievement level. 


One of the most difficult problems 
a teacher will face, in working with 
the older retarded, is in securing ad- 
equate literature. This is because the 
“interest level” of a twenty-five year 
old man, for instance, is different 
from a six year old child, even though 
he may be unable to grasp more diffi- 
cult material. Flexibility, understand- 
ing and patience are invaluable for 
the person who would teach the men- 
tally retarded. 


SOCIAL NEEDS 


These are no different than other 
children in their social and emotional 
needs. Contrary to popular belief, 
they are usually less dangerous than 
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their more normal friends. Because 
society has for centuries misunder- 
stood, abused and rejected the men- 
tally retarded, it has expected, and 
often experienced, the worst kind of 
behavior from them. As they are un- 
derstood and accepted in their own 
rights, their behavior improves. They, 
too, need social activities, group ex- 
periences and opportunities for recog- 
nition. 


CHURCH CONCERN 


The church stands as a symbol of 
God’s presence and love for all men. 
It should serve as a haven of rest 
and strength for the retarded, who 
often find living difficult, in a so- 
ciety that places a premium on pro- 
duction and academic achievement. 
The church is the one institution in 
the community that believes people 
are created in the image of God and 
are of infinite worth, irrespective of 
their achievements or station in life. 
Because Christ ministered to all who 
sought his healing, saving grace, we 
too should seek to understand and 
minister more effectively to these, for 
whom our churches can mean new 
hope and new life. 


What the Church can do may soon 
be evidenced in a more concrete way. 
The synod of Louisiana, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. has leased the 
Evergreen School property near Min- 
den, La., and accepted the first chil- 
dren in a program of vocational train- 
ing for the mentally retarded. This 
institution, under the direction of the 
Rev. Ralyn Parkhill, is being operated 
under the Child Care program of the 
Synod. 


For More Information 


Booklet: “The child who is mental- 
ly retarded”, Children’s Bureau Fold- 
er No. 43 — 1956, Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Price 10 cents each. 


_ Newspapers: “Children Limited” 
(Published bimonthly by the National 
Association for Retarded Children. A 
non-profit organization of parents and 
friends of the mentally handicapped). 
National Association for Retarded 
Children, 99 University Place, New 
York 3, N. Y. Individual subscrip- 
tions $1.00 per year; Single copies 25 
cents each. 


*” * cad ~ * * 
The Rev. Mr. Parshall is the Chap- 


lain at the Louisiana State Colony 
and Training School, Pineville, La. 


WHAT OF CHILD CARE? 


With the appointment of a Secre- 
tary to head up Child Care and Homes 
for the Aging in the General As- 
sembly the question is often asked, 
What is the Future of Child Care in 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S.? To 
answer the question for its own local- 
ity a committee was appointed by 
Bachman Memorial Home to “Study 
the present and future needs for Child 
Care in Knoxville Presbytery.” This 
committee was composed of a pastor, 
several laymen, one lady, and a mem- 
ber of the Licensing Department of 
Child Caring Institutions in the State 
of Tennessee. This committee con- 
sidered the present and past demands 
for institutional care, the sources from 
which these children come, the situa- 
tion in the South and in America gen- 
erally, with statistics for these areas. 


It made several pertinent observa- 
tions which are: 
(1) Services to children generally 


the increase but institutional 
care is on the decrease. 


are on 


(2) All applications point to a con- 
tinued need for 


group care i.e. in- 
stitutional care. 
(3) Institutional care has under- 


gone drastic changes in the past 25 
years. 


(4) This change seems to be of a 
permanent nature and carries with it 
a demand for altering the policies and 
services of the institution. 


(5) The intake now comes 
broken homes rather than 
phaned homes. 


from 


from or- 


(6) The demand is now for institu- 
tions to serve the family as well as 
the children of these broken homes. 


(7) Case work is on the increase in 


institutions in order that the above 
needs may be met. 
The Bachman Memorial Home, 


along with many others, is attempting 


to meet these changing needs. 
Some very pertinent facts were 


brought out at a meeting of South- 


eastern Conference Workers held in 
Richmond, Va., April 1st and 2nd, 
1959. Mr. Martin Gula of the United 


States Children’s Bureau made several 
pertinent observations in his address 
to that assembly: 


R. E. MOORE 


(1) “The institution is moving from 
isolation to cooperation with other 
child caring services. 


(2) “A major trend is toward re- 
establishing families that are just be- 
ginning to fall apart. 


(3) “Public Agencies are learning 
to work better with institutions. 


(4) “Child welfare services carry 
many parental functions but they can- 
not usurp natural parental responsi- 
bility and meaning for the child. 


(5) “Mature staff members are 
coming to recognize that the house- 
parent or counselor has, in many ways, 
as much to contribute to total under- 
standing of the child as does the case- 
worker, psychiatrist, or psychologist. 


(6) “A hundred years ago, many 
Board members were concerned be- 
cause per capita costs had risen to 
over $100 per child per annum. 


Today Board members are con- 
cerned because per annum costs are 
passing the $2,000 mark. 


(7) “We can remove children from 
their homes too hastily; we can let 


them stay in destructive homes too 
long. The right decision comes only 
with diagnostic understanding of 


what’s going on in the family. 


(8) “At least a third of our child 
caring institutions have such service 
(caseworkers). Many more _ institu- 
tions are now partially or fully paying 
for the training of such workers who 
will return to them. The old lament 
of ‘Where can we find one?’ is shift- 
ing to a more optimistic note of ‘Can 
we get the money to train one’?” 


These and other observations face 
all of the Child Caring Institutions 
whether owned and operated by pub- 
lic, private, or church boards and it 
behooves all of us in the Child Care 
Work to be ever on the alert lest 
these demands go unheeded in our in- 
stitutions. 


+ 2 * + * . 


Mr. Moore, a layman, is the beloved 
Superintendent of the Bachman Me- 
morial Home, Cleveland, Tenn. The 
Home is supported by Knoxville Pres- 


bytery. 
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Ten men came to Jesus one day, 
ten men with nothing to be thankful 
for — they were lost in the pit of 
leprosy. With nothing further to lose 
but everything to gain they came, 
cried and claimed His cure. Then 
in one glorious, blinding moment they 
had everything to be thankful for! 
Their leprosy had been cured and they 
had found a new life of restoration! 


But there is a bitter tragedy in the 
very heart of this testimony of tri- 
umph. It is a tragedy which has 
been repeated over and over again 
down the long corridor of years, upon 
the very part and from the very heart 
of those who profess Christ. It is a 
tragedy of which YOU may have been 
guilty over and over again, and all 
without knowing it! 


It is the tragedy of forgetting that 
an experience in the heart and life is 
always meant to exercise itself in the 
expression of the lips and the voice. 
A touch from the Lord is always 
meant to teach us to say, “Thank you, 
Lord!” 


Only one of the ten men remem- 
bered and returned. The other nine 
just went away — happy but heedless; 
remembering to tell loved ones, no 
doubt, but forgetting to thank the 
One who healed them. They were 
like so many present-day Christians— 
so filled with the good things of the 
Lord, but so empty in returning praise 
and thanksgiving. 


Perhaps these nine never knew it— 
perhaps they would have been fright- 
ened or humbled if they had known, 
but in a solemn, spiritual sense, they 
went away to form the charter mem- 
bership of one of the most Christ- 
wounding societies on the face of this 
earth, which since that time has tragi- 
cally grown to cover the earth with a 
membership that is not even aware of 
its existence; and even less aware that 
they are an active part of it! 


The society? It can go under many 
names. I choose to call it, “The An- 
cient Society of the Thankless Nine.” 


There is only one mark for member- 
ship. When I call it to your attention, 
I pray that you will bow your head, 





“NINE WENT AWAY” 


(Luke 17:11-19) 





humble your heart and let a solemn 
hush steal over your soul. Here is 
the mark: 


Just forget to say “Thank you” to 
the Lord Jesus, whenever He has done 
something for you. 


Think back. Were there not times 
when He was so real, so dear, so near? 
when He so blessedly revealed Him- 
self? when He led so lovingly? when 
He guided so graciously? when He pro- 
tected so powerfully? when He sup- 
plied with such sufficiency? And per- 
haps you think back now with tears 
and a torn heart. 


Think of today. Thanksgiving is 
here, with so much to remind us of the 
pause for the giving of thanks, for this 
should be a holy day rather than a 
holiday. 


Think again of the blessed Lord 
Jesus. In the very gathering of the 
long shadows of Calvary; He paused, 
“and gave thanks” (Luke 22:17). Say 
not that He who drained the cup for 
us in our stead shall receive in return 
naught save the bitter dregs of thank- 
lessness! Such a tragedy at Thanksgiv- 
ing is a sign of a leprosy of the soul. 


Or perhaps you never have reached 
out and accepted the free gift which 
God offers you in Christ Jesus. To all 
men, doomed because of sin to eternal 
separation from God, He has made 
available eternal salvation. “For all 
have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God . . . The wages of sin is 
death . . . But God commendeth His 
love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Ro- 
mans 3:23; 6:23; 5:8). 


But He will not force His gift upon 
you — you must reach out by faith 
and accept Jesus Christ’s substitu- 
tionary death as having been for you, 
“Who His own self bare our sins in 
His own body on the tree” (I Peter 
2:24). 


Then, having accepted this Gift, 
join the Lord’s people at this Thanks- 
giving time in praise to Him who is 
the giver of every good gift. 

—Edwin Raymond Anderson, 
The AMERICAN TRACT 
SOCIETY. 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 


Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Camden, S. C. 
Belk’s Department Store 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Laurens, S. C. 
L. W. Gratz, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 
Belk-Simpson Co. Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. Corbin, Ky. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckham, Mogr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mgar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. OHIO 
Belk's Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mogr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. Carthage, Mo. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 
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JABLE JALK 





Replanting The Foundations 


(The following article appeared in 
the October 26th issue of CHRIS- 
TIANITY TODAY. It is so relevant 
to the problems of our church (every 
church), particularly in the field of 
World Missions and Evangelism, that 
we are reprinting it herewith.) 


As a layman, our theological con- 
' cern is not with peripheral matters on 
which men of equal scholarship and 
piety may differ. We are interested 
in doctrines having to do with the 
nature and consequences of sin; the 
nature of God; the implications of the 
Cross; the motivation of the Christian 
witness; and, proceeding from these, 
the message of the Gospel. On these 
doctrines Christianity is built. Let 
them be changed, and the witness of 
the Church becomes hazy or complete- 
ly obscured. 


What is Man? While man was cre- 
ated in the image of God, he has be- 
come by inheritance, by choice and in 
practice a sinner. Sin has separated 
him from God, and this desperate con- 
dition of the human heart, this poten- 
tial for wickedness, is a matter of 
personal experience as well as a fact 
everyone can observe. 


Only in the light of man’s sin and 
predicament can God’s remedy be un- 
derstood. 


What is Sin? Much contemporary 
theology breaks down at this point. 
While we may thank those theologians 
who have rescued modern thought 
from the morass of old line ra- 
tionalism, too few of them have been 
willing to admit that sin is an offense 
against the holiness of God. They 
have not seen it as something terrible 
demanding the blood of the incarnate 
Son of God on Calvary to make atone- 
ment for the sinner. 


The Consequences of Sin. Sin sepa- 
rates man from God. Unatoned-for, 
unrepented-of, and unpardoned sin 
means eternal separation from God’s 
presence. Despite this awesome re- 
ality, there is now spreading across 
our land, like a blight, a neouniversal- 
ism which proclaims Christ as the “per- 
fect pedagogue” and therefore the 
ultimate Saviour of all mankind. 


This philosophy is cutting away the 
very root of Christian motivation in 


seeking to win the lost. It is destroy- 
ing the nerve of the Church’s world- 
mission. It is engendering a false op- 
timism that leads to diverted efforts 
and a meaningless message. 


The Gospel message is one of mercy 
against the backdrop of impending 
judgment. If we study Old and New 
Testament references to God’s judg- 
ment on sin and on unrepentant sin- 
ners, this is revealing. Sometimes we 
are told that the Old Testament re- 
veals a God of judgment while the 
New reveals a God of love. Actually 
one will find more than twice as many 
references to judgment in the New 
Testament than in the Old, and some 
of the most frightening come from the 
lips of our Lord Himself. 


The Nature of God. No man should 
presume speculatively to define the 
nature of God. But the Holy Spirit 
reveals spiritual truths, and He speaks 
to our hearts of those things which, 
to the unregenerate, are foolishness. 


We know that with God holiness is 
absolute, not relative. God is a con- 
suming fire in whose presence no sin- 
ner can stand. For this reason, divine 
cleansing is necessary before man can 
come into His presence and live. This 
work of transformation was made pos- 
sible by the work done on the Cross. 
Through it the vilest reprobate can 
become a pure saint in God’s sight. 


The Implications of the Cross. It is 
true that no one theory of the atone- 
ment fully expresses the implications 
of our Lord’s death on Calvary. It 
is equally true that in omitting the 
vicarious and substitutionary aspects 
of Christ’s atoning work we make void 
all other theories, for only in the 
light of Christ’s taking on Himself 
our guilt and punishment can we see 
the enormity of sin, the price of re- 
demption, and the love of God which 
was willing to pay that price. 


Protestations of the love of God are 
meaningless until we face up to what 
that love did. God did not send His 
Son to die merely to inject in us a 
sense of remorse and a determination 
to follow Him as Lord. Christ died on 
the Cross to accomplish something we 
could not do for ourselves. He who 
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was sinless was made sin for us. He 
whose home was in heaven suffered 
the penalty of hell in our place. Every- 
thing that sin has made us now, and 
that eternal separation from God 
which is the result of sin, has been 
taken care of by God Himself so that 
through an act of childlike faith we 
become as righteous in God’s eyes as 
the One who died in our place. 


The Motivation. It is at this point 
that some modern theology is dan- 
gerously weak. We are told that God 
is a God of love and therefore He 
must eventually save all men. 


True — God is love, and the living 
evidence of that love is Calvary. This 
is a love not to be trifled with, but 
to be recognized with reverence and 
holy fear — for this God who is love 
ig also a consuming fire. 


The motivation for Christian wit- 
ness is therefore the solemn truth 
that all men outside of Christ are lost 
souls — that there are two ways, one 
broad, one narrow; two gates, one 
wide, and the other restricted to those 
who will enter on God’s terms. 


The Message. The basic message 
of the Gospel, the foundation on which 


all other messages must be built is 
found in I Corinthians 15: “Christ 
died for our sins according to the 


Scriptures; and that he was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures.” 


Therefore, to imply that preaching 
is primarily bringing men to “accept 
the fact they are accepted of God’”’ 
is true only as the condition of ac- 
ceptance is also preached—repentance 
for sin and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Let us beware lest while we work 
to build the superstructure of Chris- 
tianity we find that we have shaken 
the foundations of our glorious faith. 

—L. Nelson Bell 
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Child Care in the Church 


The Thanksgiving season just na- 
turally calls to mind the welfare serv- 
vices of the Church, especially in the 
area of Child Care. In almost every 
congregation an offering is received 
some time during the season for one 
of the 15 Homes or children’s institu- 
tions supported by the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


Hundreds of destitute or orphan 
children grow to fruitful Christian 
manhood and womanhood under the 
watchful care and training of Chris- 
tian Homes or other institutions, be- 
cause enough people still care. Some- 
how it seems most fitting that, if the 
Church has any business in the area 
of Christian Nurture at all, it should 
not pass by “these little ones.” 


We say this because, it may come as 
a surprise to some to hear that, many 
people today believe the Church should 
get out of the field of Child Care. 
We have heard prominent Presby- 
terian ministers declare on the floor 
of Church Courts that there is no ne- 
cessity for Homes to be operated by 
the Church because the State welfare 
agencies are handling the matter in a 
wholly adequate manner. We have 
not been able to understand such a 
viewpoint. Aside from the humani- 
tarian considerations involved in giv- 
ing a child an adequate home, there 
are the Christian considerations in- 
volved in the necessity to furnish, if 
possible, an atmosphere in which the 
child may be reared “in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” 


We go to great labor and expense 
to provide Christian education through 
our Church schools and colleges and 
we believe the labor and the money 
well spent. How much greater the 
opportunity to affect the entire life 
of a child through his formative years. 
The Roman Church has a saying to 
the effect that, given the religious ed- 
ucation of a child until he is six, he 
will be so firmly indoctrinated with 
Roman Catholicism that he will never 
become anything else. We have seen 
this particular saying disproved, but 
the principle it enunciates is sound: 
train up a child in the way he shall 
go and when he is old he will not 
depart from it. In this matter, the 
Church Home for children offers a 
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unique service furnished by no other 
agency. 


Here and there across our denomi- 
nation, the traditional institutional 
care has been varied with interesting 
results. The Synod of Louisiana, 
adopting its first solely-supported in- 
stitution, has opened the doors of the 
Evergreen School near Minden, La., 
for the vocational training of mentally 
retarded children. So far as we know, 
this is the first organized effort by 
our Church in the Christian care of 
the mentally retarded. Experts in the 
field will watch this essentially re- 
ligious venture with great interest. 


Let this Thanksgiving season include 
our thanks for Christian Homes pro- 
vided by the Church. 





Christianity and Democracy 


The thought that Democracy could 
be founded on any principles other 
than the Christian would seem shock- 
ing to most of our readers. We take it 
for granted that there is neither justi- 
fication nor incentive for the prin- 
ciples of Democracy apart from the 
Truth which men come to know and 
believe in Jesus Christ. 


However this fact needs to be em- 
phasized and reemphasized in our day 
lest we forget or misunderstand. Thus 
the remarks of Dr. Fry (Story, p. 4) 
are most timely. 


In many subtle ways elements for- 
eign to the founding fathers of our 
country are trying to take away the 
religious foundations on which this 
Democracy was built. The “Ameri- 
can way of life” is viewed quite apart 
from its religious heritage today. 
“Democratic principles” are conceived 
to be intrinsic to human nature, re- 
gardless of the religious viewpoint of 
the human being — or apart from 
any considerations of religion what- 
soever. Somehow, the fact that De- 
mocracy has flourished only in Evan- 
gelical Christian environments is lost 
upon educators, economists and _his- 
torians. 


An increasing rash of legal cases is 
plaguing our courts, as professed athe- 
ists and persons holding to religious 
views other than the Christian demand 
that the Bible be taken from our 
school curriculum, that Christian na- 


tivity scenes be removed from public 
property, that prayer be eliminated 
from legislative sessions, that oaths 
be administered in some other way 
than with the hand on the Bible, that 
Christian worship be prohibited in 
state institutions. 


The tragedy of it all is that so many 
Christian people are taken in by the 
arguments advanced, to the point that 
they become willing to register their 
concurrence. We must recapture the 
sense of Christian mission which char- 
acterized the founders of the “‘Ameri- 
can way of life.” 





The Moderator’s Office 


Traditionally — and appropriately, 
we think — the office of Moderato: 
of the Assembly has been given to the 
“man whom the Church delighteth to 
honor.” 


In the choice of a Moderator, the 
Church has always prized distinction 
above precocity, service above skill 
and honor above connections. There 
have been times — and rightly so - 
when some aged but honored servant 
of the Church was elected over a 
younger man with greater parliamen- 
tary poise and ability. 


Now we cannot altogether agree 
with those who contend that the office 
of Moderator ceases upon the adjourn- 
ment of the Assembly. In our day it 
has become natural, if not entirely 
legal, for this man to represent the 
Church at various meetings and con- 
vocations until his successor is named. 
Even if it is not Presbyterian, we like 
to see the “head” of the Assembly at 
our Synod meetings and our fish frys. 


However, we strongly insist that the 
Moderator must never be elected pri- 
marily (or even secondarily) on the 
grounds of presiding ability or public 
appeal. To do so we may, some year, 
have to choose a young man fresh out 
of school. Better to preserve the hal- 
lowed distinction of the highest office 
in the gift of the Church. 





Liberal? 


In the current theological contro- 
versy, quite a number of prominent 
Presbyterians have come out with the 
flat affirmation that ‘there are no 
liberal trends in the Church.” Said 
one highly honored Presbyterian, 
“The idea that the church is becoming 
liberal is a figment of someone’s per 
verted imagination.” 
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Now on the face of it, such allega- 
tions are just plain silly. You may 
be among those who approve the 
trends in the Church or you may be 
among those who disapprove, but to 
say there are none is naive, at the 
least. 





What would you call the strong 
movement, calling for the appoint- 
ment of Assembly committees, to 1) 
draw up a new statement of belief, 2) 
re-write the entire Confession, 3) 
change the doctrine of Predestination? 
By any definition recognized among 
thinking people, such efforts are 
called liberalizing. Your opinion may 
be that such efforts constitute “pro- 
igress,” but that does not detract from 
the fact than a proper evaluation will 
also term them “liberal.” 





If some group in Congress should 
try to read out of the Constitution 
our system of free enterprise, the 
group would be called liberal, because 
the swing would be towards the left. 
If such a group were faithful to their 
own consciences they would recognize 
themselves as liberals, however much 
they approved their own aims. 


The Power of the Ministry 
Limited by the Word 


Speaking of the power of binding 
and loosing which our Lord gave His 
disciples in Matt. 16:19, John Calvin 
says: 


“But let us remember that this 
power (which the Scripture attributes 
to pastors) is wholly contained in and 
limited to the ministry of the Word. 
For Christ did not give this power 
directly to those men, but to His 
Word of which He made those men 
ministers. 


“Hence, let pastors boldly dare all 
things by the Word of God, of which 
they have been constituted dispensers; 

let them constrain all the power, glory 
and haughtiness of the world to make 

room for and to obey the majesty of 

that Word; let them by means of that 
| Word command all from the greatest 
{ to the smallest; let them edify the 
house of Christ; let them demolish 
the reign of Satan... but all through 
and within the Word of God. 





“Pastors who substitute their own 
fancies for the Word are to be chased 
away as wolves. For Christ has com- 


manded us to listen only to those who 
teach us that which they have taken 
from His Word.” 





A Layman And His Church 


THE THIRD STEP 


Many Christians fail to live the 
faith they profess because they have 
never taken the third step of disciple- 
ship. 


Our Lord, speaking to His disciples, 
said: “Whosoever cometh to me, and 
heareth my sayings, and doeth them, 
I will show you to whom he is like: 
He is like a man which built an house, 
and digged deep, and laid the founda- 


tion on a rock: .. . 


We who call ourselves Christians 
have truly come to Christ and we hear 
and believe His Words. But how 
often we fail in that vital third step, 
“and doeth them’! 


Christianity is a faith to believe and 
it is also a life to be lived for the 
glory of God. Our family and friends, 
and the casual business acquaintance, 
along with the total stranger whose 
path and ours may cross, never sees 
that inner motivation which brought 
us to Christ; they may never know 
of that personal experience we have 
had in hearing and accepting His 
Words. But, they do inevitably see 
how we live and they hear the words 
which come from our lips. 


The third step involves putting in- 

practical daily living the way 
Christ would have us act. Those re- 
actions to trying circumstances; the 
reaction to a dirty story or other evil 
with which we are repeatedly con- 
fronted; the business practices we ac- 
cept or reject — the Christian faith 
should be reflected in lives attuned 
to the mind and will of Christ and it 
is these outward reflections of our 
inward faith which make our profes- 
sion real. 


to 


Ezra is an example, not only to 
ministers of the Gospel but also to 
all Christians. Of him it is said: “For 
Ezra had prepared his heart to seek 
the law of the Lord, and to do it, and 
to teach statutes 


Israel and judg- 


ments.” 


Not only was he willing to accept 
and to teach God’s revelation to man; 
he was prepared to do that which he 
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believed and preached. To think that 
we can compartmentalize our faith, 
making it effective without lives con- 
sistent with that faith is to engage in 
self delusion. 


This is not to say that a Christian’s 
life can always be consistent. As long 
as we are in the flesh we are subject 
to temptations and to failures. It is 
at this point that we begin to realize 
something of the magnitude and won- 
der of the grace of God. But, a sin- 
ning Christian confesses his sin and 
looks to his Lord, not only for forgive- 
ness but also for strength to overcome. 


The third step in our Christian pro- 
fession, doing, is never a matter of 
“having arrived.” It is rather a ques- 
tion of persistent, unending looking 
to the Lord for His sustaining and 
continuing grace for each day. It is 
the practical receiving of that which 
God would give us through faithful 
Bible study and prayer on our part, 
that we may in turn live to His glory. 


Because of his emphasis on good 
works as an evidence of true faith the 
Apostle James was thought by some 
to clash with Paul’s doctrine of justi- 
fication by faith alone. But such was 
not the case for again and again Paul 
emphasizes the Christian’s call to good 
works while James simply affirms that 
a faith which is not translated into ac- 
tion is itself dead. 


This third step in the Christian life 
is a rewarding one for it is through 
obedience to God’s will in our own 
lives that we become fruitful servants. 


But never forget — the power to 
live like Christians is not an inherent 
power but a gift from God to a heart 
willing to receive. Only too often 
we find ourselves praying that God 
will use us when we should be praying 
that He will make us usable. 


Involved in the Christian faith are 
the heart, the mind and the will. It 
is with a surrendered will that we 
take the third step; only then is it 
possible. 


—L. Nelson Bell 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 6, 1959 


Standing By A New Convert 


Background Scripture: Acts 9:10-31 
Devotional Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 


It is very important to stand by a new convert. In 
a crusade such as we had in various large cities of the 
South the question is often asked, “Will these new 
converts hold out?” We who are Christians ought to 
ask ourselves the question, “What are we going to do 
to help them hold out?” I had the privilege, Sunday, 
of moderating a meeting of the Session and baptizing 
a lad who had “gone forward” in one of these meet- 
ings. As usual, we, as a Session, welcomed him into our 
church. I wonder how many in the church said a 
word of encouragement to him? I hope many did. 
Someone remarked after church on how happy he 
looked. Are we going to keep him happy? Will we 
pray for him? and show our interest in his growth as 
a Christian? 


Since I have been sick I have had lots of time to 
think about the past. One of many failings, I feel 
sure, has been not looking more carefully after young 
converts, whether young in years, or only young in 
their Christian faith. If I had my life to live over 
again I believe one of my resolutions would be to care 
more diligently for those who newly confess Christ. 
Many “held out” in spite of our failure to help them, 
but some who fell by the wayside might have been 
spared if I had been more faithful. Paul tells us to 
support the weak, feed the church of God, comfort 
those who are in sorrow, and edify, or build up one 
another. 


What about the atmosphere of the church into 
which new converts are received? The truck gardener 
does not transplant the tender plant into the soil 
until he thinks the danger of frost is over. We keep 
the room warm when we bring a newly born baby 
home from the hospital. Do we keep our spiritual 
atmosphere warm for those who come into the fold? 
I remember when I was just a boy I went forward in a 
meeting in Washington, D. C., and when I came back 
home some older person made a sneering remark which 
did not make me feel good. It is easy to wound a 
sensitive soul. There are not many who would do 
this, I am sure, but I am afraid that many do neglect 
to encourage and help as they should. . 


In our Devotional Reading, Colossians 3:12-17, Paul 
gives us a picture of a warm church into which a 
young convert would find a good place to grow. Let 
us examine these words. He has just written about 
some of the bad things we are to “put off’. Then in 
verse 12 he begins to tell us what to “put on”. If all 
of us in the church were dressed in these clothes, our 
new converts would be encouraged to hold out. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


rhe first garment the “elect of God” should put onf/ ° 
is, “a heart of compassion” (R.V.). Some of these now! 
new converts may have been “rough characters”. IffP'e ' 
they are “born again” we need to welcome them with 
loving hearts, not with coldness. The natural reaction 


: in ° long 
might be to feel that such a person is not fit to as. » & 
sociate with good people. Jesus was “moved with mie 


compassion” at the sight of sinful men and women 
Let us receive a repentant sinner — a reformed drunk-§ 1. 
ard or immoral person—with a heart of compassion 
considering ourselves, lest we be tempted. 


The second garment is “kindness”. A word of kind- ae 
ness, or act of kindness, means much to a new convert. cal 
A word in season, how refreshing it is to one who is -* 
turning his back on old ways and old companions.§ 
Let him find in us a kindness different from that of him F 
the old companions. 












Las 


The third is “humbleness of mind’. Let there be a 
no feeling of superiority, or pride in our attitude. | ov 
am sure that a saved sinner would not have felt atf" § 


home in a synagogue of Pharisees, unless they, too, fi" 


had been renewed in mind and heart. 





and 
“Meekness”. Our Saviour was meek and lowly inf}js s; 
heart. He ate and drank with publicans and sinners. ery 





“Longsuffering”. Let us be patient with those who paul’ 
come into the church. They are but “babes” and have [Chris 
many faults which will show themselves. Be patient thy ' 
toward all men, especially toward those who need our PY 
help. lren 


“Forbearing and forgiving one another’. Nothing—< ™ 
will discourage a new convert more than to see Chris-f* h 
tians unwilling to forgive each other. To see this 
spirit will make them wonder if we are Christians at 
all. ‘Even as Christ has forgiven us,” so we must for- 
give those who have wronged us. ine 


Put on love; it is the bond of perfectness. Letfhot 
these new converts see that there is such a bond bind- ftom 
ing all of us together, and that now they are bound fim ; 
with us in the love of Christ. im 


Let the peace of God rule in our hearts. Let us be fwere 
free from worry and have the sweet peace which is aul 
the gift of God to all those who really trust Him. ‘Yes, 


And be thankful. Let them see in us the spirit of FY’ 
gratitude to God for all His mercies toward us. 


Let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly in all! fAll 
wisdom (verse 16), teaching and admonishing one an- fo t 
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing- ind 
ing with grace in our hearts to the Lord. I was at four 
one of our nearby churches last Sunday. The lady in Besu 
the pew in front had her Bible open and followed the 


utt 
Is St 
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[GHTLY BOUND 





preacher as he read. When hymns were announced 
werybody sang as if their hearts were in what they 
were singing. A visiting minister said of that church. 
‘It is a live church”. Oh, if all our churches were 
jive with the spirit of Christ, what a glorious thing 
it would be! The “Communion of saints” is a blessed 
reality and helps new converts immensely. 


Do all in the Name of the Lord Jesus. Let all our 
worship be Christ-Centered. Giving thanks to God 
and the Father by Him. When we honor our Lord 
jesus Christ we honor the Father. 





If all our churches were filled with the kind of peo- 
ple described by Paul, and our worship like that in 
verses 16 and 17, I believe our new converts would 

ny gnot only “hold out”, but grow in grace and in the 
segknowledge of Christ and of God. Don’t you? Let us 
ifggive them the proper atmosphere in which to grow. 


I felt that these verses were appropriate for a rather 
long introduction. Now let us turn to the lesson for 
today, and see how Saul of Tarsus, a new convert, was 


t 
bE reated. 











I. SAUL AND ANANIAS: 9:10-22 


Last week, we left Saul, blind and fasting and pray- 

ing, after he met Jesus on the road to Damascus. What 
‘became of the men who were with Saul? They heard 
1 voice, but, as Paul says in 22:9, they did not hear 
he voice of Him who spoke to Saul. They saw no 
man. It was a special revelation to Saul. They led 
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 


There was a certain disciple in Damascus named 
\nanias and the Lord said to him in a vision, “Arise 
and go into the street which is called Straight and en- 
wy juire for a man called Saul, for, behold, he prayeth, 

ind has seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming 
_ [end putting his hand on him, that he might receive 
MBhis sight.” The reaction and response of Ananias is 
ery natural. He was probably one of the men on 
hopaul’s list, for he seems to have been well-known as a 
ve (Christian. The Lord reassured him by saying, “Go 
ntpthy way; for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear 
uray name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the chil- 

lren of Israel: for I will shew him how great things 
ngpe must suffer for my name’s sake.” In these words 
js ’¢ have a good outline for the rest of Paul’s life. 
his 
at 
or- 


Ananias hesitated no longer but went to Saul, and 
mutting his hands on him, said, “Brother Saul.” Let 
is stop a moment right there, for I believe we get a 
ine picture of Ananias in these two words. Would it 
Ct hot take a good deal of grace to say to a man who had 
id-Frome for the purpose of arresting me, “Brother’? I 
ndfim afraid I would have waited a while before calling 

im by that name. But I expect those warm words 
be Pvere like balm to the wounded heart of the Pharisee, 
is Saul of Tarsus. Immediately, the scales fell from his 

‘yes, and he was baptized (standing up, he was bap- 
of Pized) . 


He began proclaiming Christ as the Son of God. 
all (All that heard him were amazed, and they had reason 
an-Ro be. He was their enemy turned into their friend 
ng- Rnd fellow-worker. He became a second Stephen, con- 
at founding the Jews in Damascus and proving that 


in Jesus was the very Christ. 
the 


Il. SAUL AND THE JEWS: 23-25 


The Jews were not to be persuaded, but turned 
violently against their former ally in persecution. They 
took counsel to kill him. This became known to Saul 
and since they watched the gates, the disciples took him 
by night and let him down by the wall in a basket. 
Here is the beginning of the terrible persecution of 
Paul by his own countrymen, the Jews. They hated 
him with all their hearts and sought his life from this 
time on. 


Il. SAUL, AND THE DISCIPLES AT JERU- 
SALEM, AND BARNABAS: 26-31 


He sought to join himself to the disciples at Jeru- 
salem, but they were afraid of him and believed not 
that he was a disciple. We can hardly blame them. 
Many of them had suffered at his hands and it was 
natural for them to fear that this was nothing but a 
“trap” to enable him to persecute them further. 


“But Barnabas”: thank God for men like Barnabas, 
who are ready to stand by new converts. He had 
heard about the change in Saul, and he was ready to 
accept him as a “brother”. The others followed the 
lead of Barnabas, and so he was welcomed into the 
church in Jerusalem and spake boldly in the Name of 
the Lord. Soon, however, his enemies went about to 
kill him and he was sent to Tarsus for his safety. 
Barnabas was a friend in need and a friend indeed to 
Saul. 


Now that their chief persecutor had been converted 
the church had rest for a time and walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
were multiplied. We leave Saul for a while and take 
up the work of Peter and the opening of the door to 
the Gentiles. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 6, 1959 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Message Of II Corinthians 


Scripture: II Corinthians 5 
Suggested Hymns: 
“My Faith Looks up to Thee”’ 
“Trust and Obey” 
“I Gave My Life for Thee” 


(This is to be another program of Bible study in 
which we shall seek to set forth the message of II Cor- 
inthians. Ask the young people to read this book be- 
fore coming to the program. Make this request a 
week in advance of the program, if possible. Be sure 
that they are advised to bring their Bibles and note- 
books. Try to have the minister or some other Bible 
scholar present to help with interpretation of difficult 
passages and to answer any questions that may arise.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The second letter to the Christians at Corinth 1s 
obviously a sequel to the first, although some Biblical 
critics have raised questions about it. There is abun- 
dant evidence that this letter was written by Paul 
while he was making his third missionary journey, 
very probably during the year 57 A.D. It was likely 
written from Philippi. 

From statements made in the letter it seems that 
many of the Corinthian Christians had accepted the 
corrections and advice which had been included in 
the first letter. Paul was thankful for their response 
and expressed concern that the sternness of his words 
had distressed some of them. Others, however, had 
not responded to the teachings and admonitions of his 
letter, and were now more obstinate in their opposi- 
tion than ever. In writing to them to make defense 
of his ministry and his teaching, Paul was more stern 
than in the first letter. This second letter is more per- 
sonal and less systematic than the first, but it is still rich 
in teachings and principles which are applicable to 
us today. 

First Speaker: 


As was his custom, Paul devoted the first part of 
the letter (1:1-11) to a formal salutation. Following 
the salutation and continuing through chapter 7 he 
makes a defense of his ministry. 

In the passage 1:12-2:13 he gives an explanation for 
the delay in his proposed visit to Corinth. Evidently 
some people in Corinth had criticized Paul for chang- 
ing his plans to come. He made it quite clear that the 
revision of his plan was not a mere whim, but a care- 
fully considered decision. He did not want to come 
to them until their attitude had improved to the point 
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that he would not have to rebuke them further. Also 
there seems to have been a very practical reason for 
his having gone to Macedonia first (2:12-13). 


Paul defends his ministry by pointing to the spirit 
ual victories that had characterized it (2:14-4:7). He 
did not need written credentials because the peopl 
who had come to know Jesus Christ through his min 
istry were his credentials . . . his living letters. He did 
not take credit to himself for this success, but rather 


gave glory to God Who had given him the message off 


salvation and Who had worked effectively through hifi 


efforts. 


He next makes reference to the many trials exper 
trial 


ienced during his ministry (4:8-5:21). These 
had not resulted in discouragement and defeat, but he 
had been able to pass safely through them because o! 
the hope which belongs to the Christian. He ther 
describes the nature of this hope and how it is base: 
on the love of God and the work of Christ. 


Having offered a defense of his ministry, he make 
a practical appeal to the church. (ch. 6-7) He ad: 
monishes them not to receive the grace of God in vain 
As they had been justified through grace, they should 
let the same grace be evident in their daily lives tc 
the glory of God. He further charges them to separate 
themselves from fellowship with carnal, worldly per 
sons and from the ways of worldliness. Finally, he 
beseeches them to accept him and his teachings. 


The same victories which Paul enjoyed are pos 





sible to us through faith, and though we may exper 
ience trials, 
blessed hope which he had. What he said to the Cor 
inthians is equally applicable to us. 

Second Speaker: 


In the 8th and 9th chapters Paul wrote of a collec 
tion which was being made in all the churches for the 
Christians at Jerusalem. Persecution of the Christian 
at Jerusalem had increased, and the saints there wet 
in dire need of material necessities. The Gentile 
Christians in the Macedonia churches had risen to the 
occasion admirably, although they were generally poo 
themselves. The Corinthian Christians were much 
wealthier, but so far, they had not responded. Pau 
in the letter, held up the Macedonian Christians it 
their generosity and dedication of life as an examp! 
to be followed by the Corinthians. He not only aj 
pealed to these people to be generous, but he empha 
sized that they should give out of gratitude. to Go 
and with genuine cheerfulness. 


There are situations today which parallel the on¢ 


we can overcome them with the sam@ 
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in Corinth. There are people in great material need 
who ought to be helped in the Name of Christ. We, 
who have received so much from God, ought to be 
glad to share with those who have so little, in the Name 
of Christ. 


Third Speaker: 


Paul’s critics were in the habit of casting doubt on 
his apostleship. They questioned his authority as com- 
pared with the original apostles. This problem had 
evidently arisen at Corinth, because he devotes the 
remainder of the letter (chs. 10-13) to giving a de- 
fense of his apostleship. 


Paul argues that the physical appearance of a person 
has no bearing on his fitness to be an apostle. The 
fact that this matter came in for consideration has 
caused many to believe that Paul was an unattractive 
person from the physical standpoint. To prove his 
right to be numbered with the apostles and to be re- 
ceived with respect he calls attention first to his teach- 
ings. He had taught the same truth and preached the 
same message as the other apostles. He reminds them 
of the effectiveness of his work among them. They 
themselves were Christians only because of his witness 
among them. If he was not genuine, neither were 
they! He then calls attention to the sufferings he had 
endured for Christ . more than anyone else had 
suffered. Only a genuine servant of Christ would have 


been willing to endure so much for so long. Finally, 
and that with great reluctance, he refers to special 
visions and revelations he had received. The Corin- 
thians had great respect for these mysterious exper- 
iences, and delighted in advertising them. Paul evi- 
dently thought that visions and revelations were sacred 
and private, yet to answer their criticisms and accusa- 
tions against him, he referrs to his own mysterious ex- 
perience (ch. 12). 


Program Leader: 


The letter closes with a final appeal to those who 
had rejected Paul that they forsake their pride and 
yield to God. It might seem to some that Paul is ar- 
rogant in his request for respect and obedience. We 
need to remember that he was not seeking personal 
recognition. He did not think that any authority 
rested in himself. His authority was the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, and since he was relaying the Word 
of God to others, he was persuaded that God’s Word 
should be respected and obeyed. The authority which 
the church has today is not the ecclesiastical authority 
of a hierarchy, but the authority of the Word of God. 
When the church neglects the Scriptures, it loses its au- 
thority. 

Coming Programs: Dec. 13— (Bible Sunday); Dec. 
20 (Christmas); Dec. 27 “Taking Stock” (preparing 
for the New Year) 





THE CHURCH AT HOME 


COLUMBIA SEMINARY 


Ground has already been broken 


in the life of the Church. “We are 





DECATUR, Ga.—Ministers’ Week at 
Columbia Seminary, Nov. 2-6 was high- 
lighted by the Smythe Lectures de- 
livered by Principal P. S. Glen of 
Knox College, Toronto, and by the 
announcement of a building program 
costing in excess of $1 million to begin 
immediately. 





The new construction, to include 
three most-needed buildings, was an- 
nounced by seminary president J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards to several hundred 
alumni gathered Nov. 3 for the annual 
Alumni Luncheon. It is the beginning 
of a long-range expansion program 
for the Seminary made possible by 
more than $2 million in pledges al- 
ready received from three of Colum- 
bia’s supporting Synods, Georgia, 
South Carolina and Florida, with two 
others, Alabama and Mississippi yet 
to be heard from. 


Elected president of the Alumni As- 
sociation at the meeting was Dr. J. 
Davison Philips, of the First Church, 
Decatur. Elected vice-president was 
the Rev. Archie L. McNair of Mont- 


gomery, Ala., and secretary-treasurer, 
the Rev. S. L. 
Miss. 


McCullouch, Oxford, 


for a twelve-unit apartment building 
for married students. Construction of 
a modern dormitory and of a multi- 
purpose student center is expected to 
be under way by the first of the year. 

Lecturing on the “Subordination of 
the Teaching Ministry,” Dr. Glen de- 
plored the devastating results to re- 
ligion of a subordination of the Word 
of God—the Bible—to other interests 





oe 


Left to right: Dr. Ricoeur, Dr. Glen, 


afraid of the Bible and of its effects 
upon us,” declared the lecturer. Con- 
sequently we have become obsessed 
with a “cult of simplicity” which sepa- 
rates moralism from the authority of 
the Word and saving grace from the 
Truth of God. We have set up a re- 
ligiosity apart from the Bible in a 
rebellion against “substantia] knowl- 
edge”’ which says, in effect, “since by 








ee 


Dr. Richards, Dr. Beaty, Dr. Gordon, 


before a drawing of the future campus. 
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great learning we attain not unto sal- 
vation, let us do no thinking and be 
ignorant that grace may abound.” 


“But there can be nothing subordi- 
nate to the Truth of God in true Chris- 
tianity, hence no subordination of any 
part of the Word in an effective min- 
istry,” declared Dr. Glen. 


Alumni lecturer for the week was 
Dr. Ernest A. Beaty, professor of 
Latin and German at Davidson Col- 
lege. Dr. Beaty’s lectures on the 
“Search For Practical Christianity” 
dealt powerfully with the motivation 
and the effect of Christian activity 
and behavior from the standpoint of 
a true, Biblical morality. Describing 
various popular views of morality, Dr. 
Beaty defined New Testament morality 
as the “practice of what we truly are 
after the transforming power of the 
grace of God makes us over by faith 
in Jesus Christ.” 


Criticizing substitute forms of mor- 
ality which feature a strong confi- 
dence in the natural perfectibility of 
man or which seek a motivating power 
in natural instead of supernatural 
causes, Dr. Beaty declared: “There is 
no place in the Christian religion for 


an old life done over. There is room 
only for a new construction. Environ- FA( IING S 
ment and nurture are to morality O er 


what the sun and weather are to a 
rose or an apple: they may effect its 


growth, but they do not determine real opportunities 


what it naturally is.” 


Also appearing on the program were 

Dr. Ernest Gordon of the Princeton It takes one’s best to teach well. 
University Chapel and Dr. Paul 
Ricoeur, of the Paris Sorbonne. Dr. 
Gordon, preacher of the week, drew 
expressive spiritual implications from 
various episodes in the life of Christ. 
Dr. Rissour delivered two lectures on The influence of a teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where 
the contrast between the Biblical his influence stops. 
“myth” of the Fall and pagan mythol- 
ogy represented by the ancient Greek For every two teachers today there must be found three in the 
writings. next fifteen years. The demand for college teachers will be even 
larger than this average. 


The teacher is the custodian of the past; the ‘idea man’ of the 
future; the molder of youth. 


~~ a 


ready If you decide to be a teacher, plan to be a good one, thoroughly 
THE GIST Slst Yeer prepared and with moral and spiritual convictions. 


Mi aeanie|§ Originated by 
; R. A. TORREY Your church is concerned for the need of more, Christian teachers. 

my 1960 Thousands of tea- 
chers and preachers 


call Gist a “gold mine” HIGHER EDUCATION 
—the most informative pocket com- 


mentary on the International Sunday DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
School Lessons. Concisely presents BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
iitiinmeitean PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

Edited by Donald T. Kauffman $1.00 BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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